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A GUIDE TO PREPARING FOR VETERINARY SCHOOL

COLLEGE YEAR 1
Fall Semester

UNDERSTAND THE REQUIREMENTS. 

EXPLOREHEALTHCAREERS.ORG  

MEET WITH AN ADVISOR.

PREREQUISITE COURSEWORK.

Spring Semester

BRAINSTORM SUMMER OPTIONS.  

CONTINUE COURSEWORK.  

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS.

Summer

INTERN OR VOLUNTEER.  

ATTEND SUMMER SCHOOL,  

MIDDLE SCHOOL  
& HIGH SCHOOL

FIND YOUR WAY TO CARE 

TAKE SCIENCE AND MATH CLASSES,

GAIN ANIMAL EXPERIENCES.  

VISIT WEBSITES AND CAMPUSES. 

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS.  

TALK TO PEOPLE IN THE FIELD.  

FOLLOW SCHOOLS ON SOCIAL MEDIA. 

COLLEGE YEAR 2
Fall Semester

MEET WITH AN ADVISOR.  

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS.  

JOIN PREVETERINARY SOCIETY.  

PREREQUISITE COURSEWORK.  

DO COMMUNITY SERVICE.  

Spring Semester

RESEARCH.  

CONTINUE COURSEWORK.  

ATTEND PREVET MEETINGS.  

Summer

INTERN OR VOLUNTEER.  

ATTEND SUMMER SCHOOL,  

ATTEND AAVMC VIRTUAL FAIR.  

VISIT VETERINARY COLLEGES.  

COLLEGE YEAR 3
Fall Semester

MEET WITH YOUR ADVISOR.  

VISIT APPLYTOVETSCHOOL.ORG.  

RESEARCH.  

Spring Semester

PREPARE YOUR APPLICATION 

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION.  

CONTINUE COURSEWORK.  

INTERN OR VOLUNTEER.  

Summer

BUDGET.  

INTERN OR VOLUNTEER.  

ATTEND SUMMER SCHOOL,  

SUBMIT APPLICATIONS.  

COLLEGE YEAR 4
Fall Semester

MEET WITH YOUR ADVISOR.

INTERVIEW.  

DECEMBER.  

Spring Semester

APPLY FOR AID.  

NOTIFY SCHOOLS OF DECISION.

Summer

ATTEND ORIENTATION.  

RELOCATE.  

DO YOUR RESEARCH about the profession, the education requirements, and personal accounts about working in veterinary medicine.  |  vetmedpathways.com

Maybe you already know that you have a strong interest in veterinary medicine, but you don’t know where to start. It’s never too early to begin preparing.  
Below are a few guidelines to help you plan your coursework and get in touch with mentors and other professionals who can help you along the way.
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